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CORONAVIRUS — RESTRICTIONS — DOCUMENTATION 
Tabling of Papers — Statement by Leader of the House 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [1.05 pm]: Further to the motion agreed to 
by the house on 4 November, ordering me to table various documents, I now table the following documents. These 
documents include all the advice received by the Chief Health Officer and his staff within the dates stipulated, 
with the exception of cabinet-in-confidence documents, duplications and documents prepared for national cabinet. 
Let me make three points about the tabling of these documents. The first is that it is physically impossible to go 
through every document and/or email that would have been received in the period by those identified in the scope 
of the motion. The motion asks for any documents received by three offices, regardless of sender, relating to pandemic 
restrictions. All correspondence received would need to be checked. This would have resulted in having to sift through 
over 5 000 emails alone to determine whether they should be included or not included in the results, not to mention 
attachments to these emails. This simply was not possible in the few days provided, and as I pointed out in my 
contribution last week, had this been a freedom of information request it would not even have been considered, 
due to the extremely broad scope. 
The second point I make is that in compiling this information — 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Members! The minister is trying to read in a statement. Please do her the courtesy of listening 
to her and not making any further comments. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: The second point I make is that in compiling this information, we read carefully the contributions 
made in the debate on the motion. Mindful of the fact that it would not be humanly possible to find and table 
everything, we looked specifically at what was canvassed in the debate. The primary focus was on the state borders 
and the advice given by the Chief Health Officer, and whether this advice was compromised by a “smoking gun” 
that was referred to. Accordingly, we have reviewed all correspondence received by the Chief Health Officer and, 
as I have mentioned, after the removal of cabinet-in-confidence documents and duplications, we have tabled all 
the relevant advice, both in — 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, member! 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Accordingly, we have reviewed all correspondence received by the Chief Health Officer and, 
as I have mentioned, after the removal of cabinet-in-confidence documents and duplications, we have tabled all 
the relevant advice, in the form of emails, attachments to emails, and other written correspondence. 
The third point I make is in reference to the order to provide documents “without excision, alteration or defacement”. 
I am not prepared to provide documents that have personal information on them—for example, the Commissioner of 
Police’s mobile phone number. Accordingly, many of the documents will be redacted. I make the point, however, 
that all the redactions, with the exception of one, are of this type of personal detail and not to the substantive content 
of any of the emails or documents. The one exception is a document that has a single paragraph relating to considerations 
of national cabinet. 
I restate that to fully comply with such a request within seven days is unreasonable, especially considering that the 
officers involved are directly managing the state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In comparison, given the 
scope and the nature of what is being asked for and the breadth of individual officers who are being asked to provide 
communications, a freedom of information request would potentially be subject to a section 20 notification relating 
to the scope of the application, because it would be seen to be so significantly broad and wideranging that it would 
be considered unreasonable.  
Even in the event that such a freedom of information request were granted, a period of months, not days, would 
be provided to fulfil the request. The state government has made every effort to release and/or table health advice 
related to managing the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 350 documents have been tabled or released, including those 
tabled on 16 June 2020 in response to Hon Peter Collier’s previous motion, which had been agreed to by the house. 
We will continue to openly provide the Parliament and the Western Australian public — 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Please let the minister finish her statement. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: We will continue to openly provide the Parliament and the Western Australian public with 
health advice and information relevant to managing the COVID-19 pandemic, but we place on the record our view 
that this order is highly unusual and unreasonable to comply with. 
[See paper 4595.] 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4014595cbe3ebd79729f8a894825861e000b552d/$file/tp-4595.pdf
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